Forton Parish Council							2025 – 2026
Forton Parish Council
Minutes of the Forton Parish Council Meeting held at
Methodist Church Hall, Hollins Lane on Monday 1st December 2025 at 7pm
	Present: 
Cllrs Janet Huddart, Peter Young, Andrew Redmayne, Lesley Dodgson, Sue Tresilian, Wesley Wilson
	

Note

	
	

	In attendance:  
Mrs H Alcock - Clerk & Responsible Finance Officer
	
Note

	
	

	2074. Apologies for Absence: 
Cllr J Farebrother, Cllr N Wigglesworth, County Cllr Matthew Salter, Borough Cllr Charlotte Walker, PCSO Denise Creighton
	
Note

	
	

	2075. Notification of Interests
There were no declarations of interest nor any request for a dispensation for any item on the agenda.
	
Note

	
	

	2076. Minutes of the last Meeting
The minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held on 3rd November 2025 were confirmed and signed as a true record.
	
Note

	
	

	2077. Public Participation
There were two members of the public present. 

A member of the public in attendance advised that the trees at Clifton Hill were due to be taken out later in the week, the area tidied and refenced and a new hedge planted, Ryan Arrell - Tree Officer at Wyre Council has been informed.

Following a discussion regarding change of use to planning application 25/00746/FUL which Councillors had objected to in October (on the basis that access roads were not suitable for HGV’s), Councillors agreed to withdraw their objection due to new additional information provided by the land owner who attended the meeting.  Clerk to contact Wyre Planners.

It was reported that the glass in the southbound bus stop has been smashed.  Clerk to report on Love Clean Streets.

Village Christmas tree is due to be collected and put up next to Village Hall this week in advance of Friday night’s Christmas lights switch on.
	



Note




Clerk



Clerk


Note


	
	

	2078.  Planning
Cllr Young provided the following update:-
As everyone knows there is a large-scale removal of peat on the Persimmon fields South of School Lane. This has been the subject of many comments.

The original planning application 18/00469/OULMAJ does not mention peat extraction or the decision notice granting planning permission.

This was followed by a number of applications to discharge planning conditions including 18/00469/DIS1 on 4.10.22 which includes condition 13 - site investigation (listed as remedial strategy published on 24.10.23).  Persimmon asked Brownfield Solutions Limited to identify any problems and how to deal with them.  This includes contamination, asbestos and peat.  Their report included a map showing the extent and depth of the peat on the South field (which is up to 3.2m deep).

So, Wyre Council were aware of the peat on the site, and they gave approval to the application on the 8.2.24 (once remedial measures were validated).

The peat will be replaced by material from the North field as well as imported stone by putting down a number of layers with each one being compressed before the next layer is added.
	





Note

	
	

	2079. New Community Hall Updates
A member of the Village Hall Committee confirmed the Architect is currently working on 3d elevations, and baby change facilities are being redesigned.  Next meeting due to take place in January.
A financial statement was requested from Village Hall Committee to confirm monies spent to date on old and new hall, including what funds are remaining in village hall bank account.
	

Note

	
	

	2080. Finance
The following payments for November were checked and agreed: -
· Easy Website - £58.08
· Laburnum Nurseries - £56.10
· Cllr Redmayne bench repairs - £55.28
· James Pickering - £300.00
· Tony Holmes - £216.00
· Clerks Wages - £444.08
· Clerks expenses - £43.20

The Clerk requested approval for the following invoices:-
PKF Littlejohn auditor fees - £252.00
Hollins Lane Methodist Church - £60.00
British legion wooden crosses - £20
British Legion wreath - £20

At Novembers meeting, Councillors agreed that the Clerk should obtain quotations for a replacement printer of a similar model.  It was agreed that the Clerk should purchase a Canon Pixma G3570 printer at a cost of £199.99.

The Clerk was asked to confirm how many years of precept payments we have applied for contributions towards village hall and provide a separate reconciliation line for future meetings.
	


Note




Note




Clerk




Clerk



Clerk

	
	

	2081.  Parish Reports / Issues from Councillors
Parish Maintenance
Litter picking – a total of 24 bags were picked in November.

Blocked drains reported at Haighlands and Shireshead Gardens.
The Clerk was asked to contact LCC advising there is no signage on closed footpath FP0211012 from Wallace Lane to A6.

SPID
No updates, due to camera not working properly again.
	




Clerk



	
	

	2082.  Cllr Huddart updates
Canal bridges progress – Cockerham Road bridge now back in use, Ratcliffe Wharf bridge is almost complete.

Proposed meeting dates for 2026 were circulated and agreed, a copy of dates provided to Village Hall Committee.

Clerk to obtain costs for the purchase of new recycled plastic notice board to replace the board in School Lane and be sited next to war memorial.
	







Clerk

	
	

	2083.  Clerks updates
A replacement laptop battery is on order for the Clerks laptop from Ctl, Alt Delete IT in Garstang at a cost of £45 and due to be fitted later this week.

Vehicles parked on layby opposite Forton Services have now been removed following a joint operation between Police and Wyre Council Environmental Enforcement Officers

Precept submission for 2026 – 2027 to be agreed at next month’s meeting – deadline 8.1.26
	
Note


Note



Note


	
	

	2084.  Any Other Business
Stony Lane verges to be reinstated and potholes filled – reported via a member of the public on 1.12.25, (item to be discussed at next month’s meeting due to item being received after meeting papers had been published)
	

Note


	
	

	2085. Date & Time of Next Meeting(s)
The date of the next meeting is Monday 5th January at 7pm. Items for the agenda and reports, to reach the Clerk before 28th December 2025.
	
Note

	
	

	There being no other business the Chair closed the meeting at 8.20pm
	Note



Minutes prepared by: ……………………………………………. Hilary Alcock (Clerk)

Approved by: ……………………………………………….….. Janet Huddart (Chairman)

Date: …………………………………
